
This action is to award contracts with EPD Construction, Inc. and BioSolutions, Inc. for as-needed 
maintenance of septic tank systems located at Malibu Surfrider, Point Dume, Topanga and Zuma 
Beaches in Los Angeles County.

SUBJECT

June 15, 2010

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF CONTRACTS WITH EPD CONSTRUCTION, INC. AND BIOSOLUTIONS, INC. 
FOR AS-NEEDED SEPTIC TANK MAINTENANCE SERVICES
(MALIBU AND TOPANGA IN SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 3)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.  Approve award of and instruct the Chair to sign a three-year contract, with two one-year 
extension options and an additional six month-to-month extensions, with EPD Construction, Inc. for 
as-needed maintenance of one Microseptec septic tank system located at Zuma Beach in Los 
Angeles County, to commence July 1, 2010 or the date of approval by your Board, if later, at an 
annual cost not to exceed $11,930.
 
2.  Approve award of and instruct the Chair to sign a three-year contract, with two one-year 
extension options and an additional six month-to-month extensions, with BioSolutions, Inc. for as-
needed maintenance of 14 Advantex septic tank systems located at Malibu Surfrider, Point Dume, 
Topanga and Zuma Beaches in Los Angeles County, to commence July 1, 2010 or the date of 
approval by your Board, if later, at an annual cost not to exceed $52,000.
 
3.  Authorize the Director of the Department of Beaches and Harbors to exercise the two one-year 
contract renewal options and, if needed, the six month-to-month extensions for each contract at an 
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annual cost not to exceed $63,930 in aggregate between the two contractors, if, in his opinion, EPD 
Construction, Inc. and BioSolutions, Inc. have successfully performed the services during the 
previous contract period and the services are still required.

4.  Authorize the Director of the Department of Beaches and Harbors to increase the contract 
amount by up to 10% in any year of the contract or any option year, for any additional or unforeseen 
services within the scope of these contracts.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

On October 9, 2007, your Board authorized the Department of Public Works to proceed with the 
Beach Septic System Replacement Program, which consisted of the replacement of existing septic 
tanks with advanced treatment septic systems at County-operated beaches.  A Microseptec septic 
system was installed at one restroom location and Advantex septic systems are being installed at 14 
restroom locations with five locations completed.  

The advanced septic systems require electronic remote monitoring, periodic inspections and as-
needed maintenance.  The maintenance during the 12-month warranty period was or is being 
provided by the manufacturers with the Department of Beaches and Harbors (Department) taking 
over after the warranty period ends.  To date, the Department has provided needed septic tank 
maintenance services through the purchase order process.  However, as this is an ongoing 
expenditure with remaining units being scheduled to be installed in Fiscal Years 2010-11 and 2011-
12, a contract for these services will provide for long-term stability in service and price.

Approval of the contracts (Attachment I) will enable the Department to continue as-needed 
maintenance services for the advanced septic systems at Malibu Surfrider, Point Dume, Topanga 
and Zuma Beaches.  Monitoring and maintaining these septic systems ensures the proper sanitizing 
of the wastewater, thus preventing potential public health and environmental hazards at County-
operated beaches. 

Certified service providers will provide maintenance of the advanced septic systems on an as-
needed basis.  The requested services are all of an extraordinary, professional, and technical nature 
and are needed on a part-time and intermittent basis.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The septic tank maintenance services provided by the recommended contractors will promote and 
further the Board-approved Strategic Plan Goals of Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3), by 
enabling the Department to operate well maintained recreational County facilities, and Health and 
Mental Health (Goal 4), by mitigating potential public health and environmental hazards at County-
operated beaches.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The total annual compensation for the septic maintenance services shall not exceed $11,930 for 
EPD Construction, Inc. (EPD) and $52,000 for BioSolutions, Inc. (BioSolutions).  If needed, the 
contracts provide that the Department’s Director may, by written notice to the contractors, increase 

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
6/15/2010
Page 2



the maximum annual compensation by up to 10% ($1,193 for EPD and $5,200 for BioSolutions) in 
any contract year or optional extension period.  The contracts do not include any cost of living 
adjustments during the term of the contracts.  The potential maximum contract term is 5.5 years and 
the potential maximum contract sum is $65,615 for EPD and $286,000 for Bio Solutions.  The 
combined contract cost for Fiscal Year 2010-11 will be $38,000 based on the number of units 
scheduled to be operational during the year. 

Operating Budget Impact

There is sufficient appropriation in the Beach budget unit of the Department’s Fiscal Year 2010-11 
Proposed Budget to fund the cost of the contracts and any additional costs that may arise because 
of unscheduled additional tasks.  Funds to finance future years and the 10% for any additional or 
unforeseen services within the scope of these contracts will be requested through the annual budget 
process.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Except for variations relating to service fees, the two contracts for septic tank maintenance services 
being presented to your Board are substantially identical.  The contracts are for a three-year term, 
with two one-year extension options and, if needed, six month-to-month extensions that may be 
exercised at the discretion of the Department’s Director.  The contracts will commence on July 1, 
2010, or the date of approval by your Board, if later.

The contracts contain the County’s standard provisions regarding contractor obligations and are in 
compliance with all Board, Chief Executive Office (CEO) and County Counsel requirements.  The 
contracts are not subject to the County’s Living Wage Ordinance as the services are of a technical 
nature and are being utilized on an as-needed basis.

The contracts have been approved as to form by County Counsel.  The CEO’s Risk Management 
Office has approved the insurance coverage, indemnification, and liability provisions included in the 
contracts.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The proposed action is not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as it does not 
meet the definition of a “Project” under CEQA Guidelines Section 15378.

CONTRACTING PROCESS

On February 2, 2010, the Department issued an Invitation for Bids (IFB) seeking qualified vendors to 
provide septic tank maintenance services.  The IFB was advertised in the Eastside Sun, Lynwood 
Journal, Daily Breeze, Culver City News, Los Angeles Daily News, Compton Bulletin, Santa Monica 
Daily Press and the L.A. Watts Times.  The opportunity was also advertised on the “Doing Business 
with the County” Internet site, as well as the Department’s own Internet site.  The IFB was available 
for download from both of these websites.  Sixteen notices inviting bids were forwarded to vendors 
certified by the manufacturers of the advanced septic systems to perform the requested services.
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The IFB allowed bidders to submit bids for maintenance of either or both the Advantex and 
Microseptec septic tank systems.  The Department received two bids for the recommended service:  
BioSolutions submitted a bid for service of the Advantex septic system and EPD submitted bids for 
service of both the Advantex and Microseptec septic systems.  After the bids were reviewed to 
ensure they met the IFB’s minimum requirements, it was determined that BioSolutions and EPD 
were qualified to provide service for the Advantex and Microseptec septic systems, respectively.

The Department recommends that BioSolutions be awarded the maintenance contract for the 
Advantex septic systems and EPD be awarded the maintenance contract for the Microseptec septic 
system, as this combination provides for the lowest cost and is the most advantageous to the 
County.      

On final analysis and consideration of this contract award, Bio Solutions and EPD were selected 
without regard to gender, race, creed or color.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

There is no impact on current services or projects.  These contracts provide for the continuation of 
services currently provided through purchase orders.

CONCLUSION

Authorize the Executive Officer of the Board to send four executed copies of each contract and four 
approved copies of this letter to the Department of Beaches and Harbors.
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Respectfully submitted,

SANTOS H. KREIMANN

Director

SHK:SDP:nat

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, 
Board of Supervisors
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